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CRITIC

A cinema critic
S

everal days ago I watched a feature film which names “The Hours”. I should say that I don’t like cinema at all, I don’t have enough time to watch TV and I prever to read an interesting book, not watch TV. But I heard a lot of opinions about this film so I wanted to know which opinion was right: was it a drag film or a great one?
Our interpreters worked well so it was pleasant to listen to dialogs of heroes, but – and it is extraordinary – there aren’t a lot of dialogs. You should think during this movie and heroes allow you to do it. You won’t understand the main idea of this film before you’ll have seen the end.
This movie is about only one day which cardinal changes lives of its heroes. “The Hours” takes place in three different periods (1923, 1951 and nowadays), each of them evolving one central female character who is closely related to a piece of English literature, Virginia Woolf's novel “Mrs. Dalloway”, which will change all their lives. 

There are three lines of plot in this film.

Virginia Woolf (Nicole Kidman), a crazy writer, writes her famous book and thinks what does her heroine do, she can’t decide should her heroine die or not and when. In the next scene we see one woman - Laura Brown (Julianne Moore) - who has a husband and four-years-old son Richie; she reads the Woolf’s novel and understands that her life doesn’t make a sense. That day is her husband’s Birthday; she cooks a cake and goes away; she is going to commit suicide but at the next moment she refuses it (it was Woolf’s decision); she’ll leave her family, but later, when her daughter is born.

Also we see a man - Richard (Ed Harris) - who will be suffering from AIDS in the final scene. We know that he wrote a famous book, he is famous poet. He has a friend, her name is Clarissa Vaughan (Meryl Streep), he was in love with her for his whole life; and she loved him but they couldn’t be together. Richard commits suicide in the end. Clarissa and Laura, Richard’s mother, meet to bury the poet. Woolf tries to commit suicide and for the third time she does it.
In the end we understand that two of women are heroes of the novel which was written by third. And they both are prototypes of heroes of the book which was written by Richard.

A director of “The Hours” is Stephen Daldry, he shot the “Billy Elliot - I Will Dance”; his work is very interesting and original, but “The Hours” differs from it. There are a lot of wonderful things, for example, in decoration: an alarm clock, doors and windows allow move from one epoch to another. For the first several moments you can’t understand who is who and when they all live, why they live in that way and what will happen in the next moment; you feel a suspense for heroes and action grabs you.
David Hare adapted the original book “The Hours” by Michael Cunningham, and I think he was in his best when he had done it. Music was composed by Philip Glass, he is famous compositor in the world, he wrote music for several successful films (for example, “The Truman Show”). I do like the music in “The Hours”.
If I say that actors play very well, I’ll say nothing. They all are talented; Meryl Streep is a great actress because she doesn’t show her emotions but you feel them all, they become your own emotions, you think that you are in this situation, not she; tears are in your eyes, not her. A character of Julianne Moore’s heroine isn’t simple, sometime her actions can’t be explained, they are strange, her destiny is tragic; there is sincerity in her eyes. I do like Nicole Kidman, especially after “The Others”. But I didn’t recognize her before the last moment! She is splendid! The plot is very original as I said early and moving.

“The Hours” is a psychological drama. This film about family, as Daldry says, and about fondness and happiness, which is impossible in our life as “happy end” – there aren’t ends in our life, and the movie is about it: our life is train of events. I was thinking about this movie for several days and think now. I’m very glad that I watched this magnificent movie!

The Cinema Critic,

Arina Deplanji, form 11 “B”
